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BMH ïKey Activities

Research

ÅResearch and method 

development

ÅResearch in support of 

RA, policy

ÅReference services

ÅCollaborative research 

activities with industry, 

academia, other 

government 

departments

Evaluation

ÅRisk assessments

ÅPolicy development

ÅEstablish 

guidelines/standards

ÅNovel food 

assessments

ÅPublic education

ÅCompendium Methods
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Outline

ÅListeriosis in Canada

Å2008 deli-meat listeriosis outbreak

ÅThe culprit

ÅGovernment response

ÅOutbreak-lessons learned

ÅControl strategies



1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989  1990  1991 1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009

1981 - Coleslaw (41 

cases, 17 deaths) - Halifax

1989 ïSporadic cases 

associated with 

contaminated Brie cheese

and alfalfa tablets

1996 - (2 cases) 

Imitation crab meat -

Ontario

2002 - (17 cases) Raw-

milk cheese - Quebec

2008 - National (57 

cases, 23 deaths) 

RTE deli-meats

2008 - (38 cases, 2 

deaths) Cheese -

Quebec

Foodborne Listeriosis Outbreaks in Canada

2002 - (47 cases) Cheese 

from pasteurized milk -

B.C

2002 - (86 cases) Cheese 

from pasteurized milk-

B.C



ÅSurveillance methods for listeriosis in Canada have varied over the 

past few decades

ÅA national passive surveillance program was initiated in 1987 

ÅBy 1995, all provinces and territories, except Quebec, were 

participating

ÅSince 1995, listeriosis has remained a reportable disease in these 

provinces and territories and was added to the list of reportable 

diseases in Quebec in 2004

ÅListeriosis was removed from the list of nationally notifiable diseases in 

2000, and not officially reinstated until 2009 

Listeriosis in Canada



Incidence of Listeriosis in 

Canada (2000-2008)
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Age Distribution and Rates of Infection, Years 1995-2003

Clark et al., 2009.  Epidemiol. Infect. 

138: 559-572.
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*Based on Listeriosis Reference Service (LRS) data received from the provinces and territories

Incidence of Listeriosis by Age Group, Years 1995-2004
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Common Listeria Serotypes in Canada  1995-2004

Serotype Blood (%) CSF and brain 

tissue (%)

Specimens 

associated with 

pregnancy and 

miscarriage (%)

Stools 

(%)

Total by 

serotype

(%)

1/2a 253 (45.8) 45 (52.3) 1 (12.5) 6 (21.4) 48

1/2b 82 (14.9) 11 (12.8) 0 0 15

1/2c 5 (0.9) 1 (1.2) 1 (12.5) 0 1

4b 160 (30.0) 22 (25.6) 6 (75) 22 (78.6) 32

Others 52 (9) 7 (8.1) 0 0 4

Total 552 86 8 28 -

Clark et al., 2009







In 2008, a national outbreak of foodborne listeriosis 

resulted in 57 confirmed cases in 7 provinces, with a 

total of 23 deaths 

Canadian Listeriosis Outbreak


